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PROCEEDINGS 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



ANNUAL MEETING, April, 1835. 

April 30, 1835. President Dayis in the chair. 

The President and I. P. Dayis presented donations 
and communications from Dr. Mease, of Philadelphia, 
which were referred to the Publishing Committee, and 
delivered to Jared Sparks, as chairman. 

Donations were presented from the heirs of John 
Winslow, Esq., of Marshfield,''^ and from Hon. James T. 
Austin. 

Voted, That the Librarian be authorized to propose to Mr. Hazard, 
of Philadelphia, an exchange of the publications of the Society for 
his " Register," and to request of him, if in his power, to furnish the 
deficient volume of his late father's collection. 

Voted, That Messrs. Davis and Snelling be a committee to lease the 
old room of the Society on the best terms in their power.f 

* By reference to the " Acknowledgment of Donations " in 3 Collections, V. 
293, it will be seen that the gift of the " heirs of the late John Winslow, of 
Marshfield,'* consisted of an " arm-chair and large family table, made of oak, 
that belonged to Governor Edward Winslow." These are most interesting 
relics. The chair has a paper label on it, on which is written, evidently in the 
hand of Judge Davis, " Cheapside, London, 1614." It has a modern cloth seat, 
in which is wrought the device on the seal of Governor Winslow, — a pelican 
feeding her young. — Eds. 

t " See additional vote, March 30, 1837." Marginal note. — Eds. 
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Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary and Librarian be a com- 
mittee to make inquiry concerning certain maps and charts lent to the 
United States Government, as per record, Oct. 30, 1828. 

Voted, That the Publishing Committee be requested to obtain sub- 
scriptions for the future publication of an annual number of the Col- 
lections, at one dollar per number. 

The Committee on the Treasurer's accounts re- 
ported : — 

The undersigned, a Committee of the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society to examine the accounts of James Savage, 
their Treasurer, for the year past, having this day performed 
the service, report that the accounts are well kept, sufficiently 
vouched, and correctly cast, whereby a balance appears due 
from the Society to him of fifty dollars and fifty cents. The 
Committee have also revised the settlement of last year, and 
corrected an error in that account, by which the sum of one 
hundred and nineteen dollars and forty-two cents was carried 
to the debit instead of the credit of the Society, and the same 
having been correctly entered in the accounts of this year, 
the balance due from the Society to the Treasurer is fifty 
dollars and fifty cents, as above stated. 

(Signed) Isaac P. Davis, ) Committee: 



,1 



James T. Austin, 

Boston, April 29, 1835. 

* The same gentlemen were auditors in 1834 and 1835, and the report sub- 
mitted by them in the earlier year was correct ; but the report now presented 
was incorrect. In closing his account to April 24, 1834, Mr. Savage accidentally 
put down the balance on the wrong side, placing it, however, in his new account 
where it properly belonged, as a debt due from the Society. By some curious 
oversight he seems to have thought, a year afterward, that the correct state- 
ment was the one which was wrong ; and, in closing his account, April 29, 1835, 
he credited the Society for the supposed error, as follows: "By error in 
last year's adjustment of account, wherein balance of $119.42 is put to debit 
instead of credit, double is $238.84." In other words, Mr. Savage gave to the 
Society $238.84, to correct an imaginary blunder. V^ithout this credit, the 
balance against the Society would have been $289.34, instead of $50.50, as 
stated in the report. Apart from Mr. Savage's gift, the receipts amounted to 
$2,141.16. Of this sum, $1,816.66 were the net proceeds of the legacy of the 




®.-CZ"/t^^^^ 



Heliotype Printing Co., 220 Devonshire Street, Boston. 
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The following officers were then chosen : — 

Hon. THOMAS LINDALL WINTHROP . . President. 

Rev. CHARLES LOWELL Cokresponding Secretarit 

Dr. GAMALIEL BRADFORD ...... Recording Secretary. 

Hon. NAHUM MITCHELL Librarian. 

Hon. JAMES SAVAGE Treasurer. 

ISAAC P. DAVIS, Esq Cabinet-Keeper. 

Hon. JAMES SAVAGE 
Hon. FRANCIS C. GRAY 
Hon. JAMES T. AUSTIN 
Hon. NATHAN APPLETON 
JARED SPARKS, Esq. 



Standing Committee. 



Hon. John Trumbull, of New York, was chosen a 
Corresponding Member. 

Voted, That the Treasurer be authorized to borrow a sum not ex- 
ceeding thirteen hundred dollars, and to give for the same the note of 
the Society, on demand, with interest at the rate of five and a half per 
cent, payable half-yearly. 

Present — Appleton, Austin, Bradford, J. Davis, I. P. 
Davis, Francis, Gardner, Palfrey, Pierce, Quincy, Ripley, 
Savage, Sparks, and Willard. 

[Two Resident Members died since the last annual 
meeting, — the Rev. B. B. Wisner and the Hon. Nathan 
Dane, — of whom no memoirs have appeared in the 
Society's publications. They are here supplied. — Eds.] 

Hon. Christopher Gore ; $180 for rent from the Phrenological Society ; $100 for 
admission fees and assessments ; $24.50 from sales of books ; and $20 on account 
of interest on note of Phelps & Farnham. The payments were $1,800 on ac- 
count of the Treasurer's notes ; $70.46 for interest, taxes, and insurance ; and 
$401.75 for miscellaneous expenses. The note of Phelps & Farnham, which 
was credited as cash in May, 1826, and still remained unpaid, was properly 
charged back to the Society. So far as is known to the editors, the curious 
blunder in the Treasurer's account and the Auditors' report remained undiscov- 
ered until it was noticed in examining the Treasurer's books for the purpose of 
this publication. — Eds. 
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Notice of Rev. Dr. B, B, Wisner. 

Benjamin Blydenburg Wisner was born in Goshen, New 
York, Sept. 29, 1794, being eldest son of Polydore B. and 
Maria (Blydenburg) Wisner. His father was an early settler 
there, and one of the founders of the Presbyterian Church in 
the town ; a lawyer by profession ; and, for some years before 
his death. District Attorney for the Western District of New 
York. When Benjamin was three years old, the family re- 
moved to Geneva, New York. The lad was fitted for college, 
as were so many at that day, by the pastor of the church with 
which the family worshipped ; entered the Sophomore class 
in Union College, Schenectady, in 1810 ; and graduated, 
when nineteen years old, in 1813. He taught an academy at 
Johnstown, New York, a year; was at home more than a 
year, arranging family affairs, after his father's early death ; 
and was tutor at Union College for three years. During his 
tutorship, he joined the Presbyterian Church, and began the 
study of Theology with Professor Andrew Yates, D.D., of 
the College. In the fall of 1818, he entered the Princeton 
Theological Seminary, as he had entered college, one year in 
advance ; was licensed to preach in June, 1820 ; preached as 
a candidate before the Presbyterian Church in New Bruns- 
wick, New Jersey, and declined a unanimous request to 
become its pastor. On recommendation of Dr. Miller, of 
Princeton, he was invited to the Old South pulpit in Boston, 
then vacant from the recent death of Rev. Joshua Hunting- 
ton, and was ordained its pastor, Feb. 21, 1821. Here he 
labored with success until the failure of his health in 1832, 
when he was dismissed, and appointed Secretary of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions ; the 
change of employment, and the extensive travel involved in 
it, having the effect to restore his physical vigor. For more 
than two years, he discharged the duties of his new vocation 
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with great energy and singular ability, when, in February, 
1835, he was suddenly stricken down with malignant scarlet 
fever, which, in five days, terminated his useful career, at the 
age of forty years and one hundred and thirty-three days. 
He left a widow, Sarah (Johnson) Wisner, but no children. 

Dr. Wisner received his Doctorate in Theology, in 1828, 
from his own college. He had taken, and at the time of his 
lamented death was holding, with distinguished ability, many 
important positions in the general work of the Church, being, 
among other like assignments, a member of the Prudential 
Committee of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, and a Trustee of Andover Theological 
Seminary. 

He was elected to membership in this Society, May 5, 
1831. 

He left behind him the following publications : — 

1. A Sermon on the Death of Mrs. Miriam Phillips, preached 18th May, 1823. 

Cambridge, 1823. 8vo. 

2. A Sermon before the Foreign Missionary Society of Boston and Vicinity, 

1824. Boston, 1824. 8vo. 

3. A Review of Dr. Channing's Discourse preached at the Dedication of the 

Second Congregational Unitarian Church, New York, Dec. 7, 1826. 
Boston, 8vo. 

4. A Sermon on the Death of Hon. William Phillips, June 3, 1827. Boston, 

1827. 8vo. 

5. The Proper Mode of conducting Missions to the Heathen. A Sermon deliv- 

ered before the Society for Propagating the Gospel among the Indians 
and others in North America, Nov. 5, 1829. Boston, 1829. 8vo. 

6. The History of the Old South Church in Boston. In four sermons, delivered 

May 9 and 16, 1830. Boston, 1830. 8vo. 

7. A Sermon on Sabbath Schools, delivered in the Old South Church, 1830. 

Boston, 1830. 8vo. 

8. Review of " The New Divinity Tried " ; or, an Examination of Rev. Mr. 

Rand's Strictures on a Sermon by Rev. C. G. Finney. Boston, 1832. 8vo. 

The third and eighth of these were published without the 
author's name. The first, fourth, fifth, sixth, and eighth are 
in the Society's Library. H. m. d. 
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Memoir of Hon. Nathan Dane. 

Nathan Dane was born at Ipswich, in the parish then called 
'' The Hamlet," now the town of Hamilton, on the 29th of 
December, 1752. His father was a prosperous farmer ; but, 
with a family of twelve children, he could ill afford the cost 
of a liberal education for one of the number. The subject of 
this sketch, therefore, worked on his father's farm till he was 
of age, meanwhile availing himself of such limited means of 
culture as his native neighborhood afforded. He prepared 
himself for Harvard College with little or no assistance, 
entered college in 1774, and graduated with high reputation 
in 1778. He then took charge of a school in Beverly, at the 
same time pursuing his legal studies with Judge Wetmore, of 
Salem. In 1782, he commenced the practice of law in Bev- 
erly, where he resided for the remainder of his life. 

He very early rose to a foremost place in his profession, for 
his thorough and accurate legal knowledge, for an acumen 
which to those who knew him in his prime seemed unsur- 
passed, and for a fidelity and integrity that won implicit 
and unmeasured confidence. In my boyhood there sur- 
vived an authentic anecdote of his skilful employment of 
scientific aid to save a client's life. He was appointed to 
defend a man indicted for setting fire to a dwelling-house in 
the night, — a crime then punished by death. The evidence 
against the prisoner was conclusive, and the fire occurred at 
what was reputed a night-hour. But Mr. Dane procured 
from his friend and late pastor. President Willard, a calcula- 
tion, by which it appeared that the first rays of twilight had 
shot above the horizon a few minutes before the latest instant 
at which the crime could have been committed. It was con- 
tended, therefore, and successfully, in the prisoner's behalf, 
that the crime might have been perpetrated by daylight. Mr. 
Dane continued his legal practice for thirty years or more. 
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Though a successful lawyer, he was no friend to litigation. 
He never carried a case into court, if it could be settled out 
of court ; and to his example and influence is to be ascribed 
in great part the non-litigant habit of the Essex-South bar, 
which has been its characteristic, almost, for aught that I 
know to the contrary, quite, down to the present time.* He 
retired from the active duties of his profession, on account of 
incurable deafness, having acquired what for his simple tastes 
and frugal habits was an ample fortune. 

His public and political life kept even pace with his profes- 
sional career. He was a member of the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives from 1782 to 1785 ; a delegate to Congress 
in 1785, 1786, and 1787. For five years, between 1790 and 
1798, he was in the Massachusetts Senate. He was a mem- 
ber of committees for the revision of the laws of the State 
in 1795 and in 1811. He was a member of the Electoral 
College in 1812, and a member of the Convention for revis- 
ing the Constitution of the State in 1820. In 1794, he was 
appointed Justice of the Court of Common Pleas for Essex 
County ; but, for some reason not now known, he resigned 
his place on the bench almost immediately after accepting it. 
In 1814, he was a member of the Hartford Convention ; and, 
whatever judgment may be formed of the expediency of such 
an assembly at such a time, his name is but one of many 
which are a guaranty of the pure motives and patriotic pur- 
poses that prompted its convening and guided its delib- 
erations. 

In the State Legislature and in Congress Mr. Dane was 
known as an active member, ready and pertinent in debate, 
trustworthy in counsel, diligent and thorough in his discharge 
of all public business, and a member of almost all committees 



* The late Mr. Saltonstall probably had a larger and more lucrative busi- 
ness than any other lawyer in Salem ; but it was well known that the larger 
part of the revenue of his office was derived from cases which he kept out of 
court and settled privately. 
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of importance. His highest title to fame, undoubtedly, is that 
he drafted the Ordinance of 1787 for the government of the 
territory north-west of the Ohio, — a document bearing 
throughout the signature of wise foresight and judicious 
statesmanship, and of special mark as providing for the ex- 
clusion of slavery for ever from that territory. It is worthy 
of note that it was only in 1787 that Wilberforce introduced 
into the House of Commons his first motion with reference 
to the slave trade, so that the Ordinance above referred to 
may be regarded as a pioneer movement of a philanthropy in 
advance of its time. 

Mr. Dane was one of the founders of the Massachusetts 
Temperance Society, — the earliest organization of the kind 
in this country, if not in the world, — was for several years 
its President, and a liberal contributor to its funds. He was 
interested, as a farmer's son, in the Massachusetts Agricul- 
tural Society, and aided in the support of its operations. He 
was a member of the Massachusetts and Essex Historical 
Societies, and of the American Antiquarian Society. In the 
territory which owed to him its fundamental law, he was 
complimented by the honorary membership of various His- 
torical Societies, and the Law Library of Ohio bears his name 
in its corporate title, as well as on its list of donors. In 1816, 
he received from Harvard College the degree of LL.D. 

In 1829, Dr. Dane founded, in Harvard University, the 
Law Professorship that bears his name, and two years later 
contributed largely to the funds used in the erection of the 
Dane Law College, thus giving to the Cambridge Law School, 
which before hardly had so much as " a name to live," a per- 
manent position, and starting it on a course of prosperity not 
since interrupted. 

Dr. Dane, always a hard student, spent the greater part of 
his last twenty or twenty-five years in his library, devoting 
statedly never less than twelve, often fourteen, hours a day 
to study and pen-work. He had already completed the work 
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by which he is chiefly known, " A General Abridgment and 
Digest of American Law," — a work of immense industry 
and learning. He finished before his death a work fully 
equal to this in extent, research, and laborious compilation, 
entitled " A Moral and Political Survey of America." This 
he began in 1782. It was not printed, and probably will 
never be. Had its successive portions appeared when they 
were written, they would often have manifested a prescience 
as foreseeing and as far-seeing as was shown in his initiation 
of the anti-slavery policy for the north-west ; but, at the time 
of his death, prophecy had become history, anticipation was 
merged in fulfilment, and ideas, bold and aggressive when 
they were committed to writing, seemed mere truisms. 

Dr. Dane's studies were by no means confined to law and 
history. In early life he bestowed a great deal of time on 
mathematics and kindred sciences. Being a devout man, 
and with much of the Puritan rigidness in observing relig- 
ious institutions, he devoted his Sundays to subjects con- 
nected with the records and history of the Christian faith. 
Constant in his attendance at church, though for many years 
hearing not a word of the sermon or service, he spent his 
twelve working hours on Sunday in the study of theology 
and ecclesiastical history, and in reading the Greek and 
Hebrew Scriptures in their original tongues. It is doubtful 
whether he could have appreciated or enjoyed mere devo- 
tional literature, or any literature that was to be read, not 
studied; but he was wont to ascribe his almost life-long 
capacity for arduous mental labor to his weekly change of 
work, — Monday, as he said, always sending him back with 
fresh vigor and elasticity to his week-day employment. 

He was d man of great dignity of mien and manner, but 
of equal gentleness and kindness. His wants were few, and 
his personal expenses small ; his style of living that of simple, 
unostentatious elegance, generous, and hospitable. He had 
no children; but there were always kindred who held the 
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place of children in his family, and he adopted and educated 
as his own son, his nephew, Hon. Joseph Dane, late of Ken- 
nebunk, Maine. He was liberal, though cautious and cir- 
cumspect, in the bestowal of alms and aid on deserving 
objects, and to him and to his excellent wife, who survived 
him for several years, there were not a few who were indebted 
for continuous care and unintermitted kindness. 

No man can have led a more entirely blameless life than 
Dr. Dane. I was brought up in his near neighborhood, and 
never heard him spoken of but with unqualified respect and 
veneration ; and I have been told by those of nearly his own 
age that not the slightest reproach or stain ever rested on his 
good name. 

He entered upon his eighty-third year in vigorous health, 
with his mental faculties unimpaired, and his application 
unabated. About three months before his death, he was 
suddenly seized with paralysis, from which he never rallied. 
He met the shock with composure and cheerfulness, antici^ 
pated its fatal close, dictated arrangements for his funeral, 
and retained entire self-possession almost to the moment of 
dissolution. He died on the 15th of February, 1835. 

A. P. P. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

May 28, 1835. President Winthkop in the chair. 

Voted, To confirm the vote of the last meeting respecting the bor- 
rowing of the sum of thirteen hundred dollars by the Treasurer. 

Voted, That the thanks of this Society be presented to the Hon. 
Judge Davis for his services as President during the last seventeen 
years, to the happy influence of which the prosperity of the Society 
may in no small degree be ascribed ; and that he be certified of the 
affectionate desires of the members for the continuance of his health 
and comfort in the remaining years of his life, with our hopes that it 
may correspond with the amenity of his official course. 
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Donations were presented from Hon. Edward W. 
White, Dr. Charles Burroughs, of Portsmouth, Matthew 
Carey, Esq., of Philadelphia, and the Legislature of 
Massachusetts. 

Voted, That the resignation of Dr. William Spooner be accepted, 
and his assessments remitted. 

Mr. WiLLARD, from the Committee on the maps and 
charts lent the United States, reported a letter from 
Hon. Mr. Preble, late Minister to the Netherlands, stat- 
ing that the said documents are probably still in the 
archives of the Department of State.* 

Mr. WiLLARD also read a letter from Colonel Trum- 
bull, of New York, declining his election as a Corre- 
sponding Member. 

Mr. Davis presented an account of a curious print, 
from Dr. Mease, of Philadelphia, which was referred to 
the Committee on Publications. 

Rev. Alexander Young, Hon. John Pickering, Hon. 

* The following letter is on file : — 

" Portland, May 23, 1835. 

" Sib, — I have had the honor to receive your favor of the 19th instant, 
respecting certain maps borrowed in behalf of the United States, of Massachu- 
setts Historical Society. At the time of resigning the office of Minister to the 
Netherlands, I endeavored to make the necessary arrangements for the return 
of the maps borrowed of the Historical Society, of Harvard University, and 
other institutions, and to procure for each of the institutions referred to a full 
copy of the documents and case submitted to the Arbiter. I accordingly did 
receive from the President a verbal assurance that when the subject was 
fully disposed of, the maps, &c., should be returned as far forth as possible to 
those to whom they belonged, with a copy of the documents, &c., as requested. 
You are aware that the subject has not yet been finally disposed of, but is still 
under discussion. The maps, I presume, are still in the Department of State, 
and there is a certificate on the back of each stating to whom it belongs. 

" I am. Sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" Wm. p. Preble. 

" Rev. Charles Lowell, Boston, Massachusetts." Eds. 
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Eufus Choate, and Hon. John Glen King were nomi- 
nated by the Standing Committee for Resident Members. 

Dr. Snow's assessments for the last two years were 
remitted. 

Mr. Ticknor's place in the Committee on Lectures was - 
supplied by the election of Mr. Willard. 

Voted, That the question of the expediency of making a collection 
of local maps be referred to the Standing Committee. 

Judge Davis nominated Mr. Sharon Turner, author of 
a '' History of the Anglo-Saxons/' for a Corresponding 
Member. 

Present — Appleton, Austin, Bradford, Coolidge, 
Davis, I. P. Davis, Mitchell, Palfrey, Prince, Quincy, 
Ripley, Savage, Shattuck, Shaw, Willard, Winthrop, 
and Worcester. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

June 25, 1835. President Winthrop in the chair. 
The following letter from the Hon. John Davis was 
read by the Secretary, and ordered upon the records : 

" Boston, June 22, 1835. 

" Dear Sir, — Your obliging communication of the vote 
of thanks by the Massachusetts Historical Society, for my 
services as their President for the last seventeen years, was 
duly received. My early connections with the Society, 
attachment to its objects, and the obligations resulting from 
the office with which I have been honored by so many re- 
peated elections, should have prompted to more active and 
efficient attention to its interest and concerns than it has 
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been in my power to afford. It will ever be a source of 
gratifying reflections, if, in the discharge of the official trust 
with which I have been so long honored, I should have, in 
any good degree, met the views and wishes of my esteemed 
associates in that interesting institution. Their kind remem- 
brances, expressed in the vote which you have communicated, 
are received as a precious memento, grateful to me and to my 
family, from respected friends, dear to me and to the com- 
munity. 

(Signed) " John Davis. 

*< Gamaliel Bradford, Esq., 
Recording Secretary, Massachusetts Historical Society." 

Donations were presented from William Brigham, of 
Grafton, George W. Erving, Esq., and Rev. Dr. Holmes. 

The Recording Secretary's resignation was accepted, 
and the thanks of the Society voted to him for his faith- 
ful services. 

Joseph Willard, Esq., was chosen Recording Sec- 
retary. 

The following persons were unanimously elected 
Resident Members of the Society: Rev. Alexander 
Young, of Boston, Hon. John Pickering, of Boston, 
Hon. RuFUS Choate, of Boston, and Hon. John G. 
King, of Salem. 

Sharon Turner, author of a " History of the Anglo- 
Saxons," was unanimously elected a Corresponding 
Member."^ 



* His letter of acceptance here follows : — 

" Rev. Sir, — It is with very great gratification that I have received the 
diploma of the Massachusetts Historical Society, appointing me one of its Cor- 
responding Members. I feel the distinction of the election, and shall consider 
it an honor to belong to it, not only from the notice having been conferred on 
me by its own unsolicited kindness, but also because America, and more espe- 
cially its original States, have been always deeply interesting to me. The 
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By favor of the President, an interesting letter was 
read from Colonel Galindo, relative to certain ancient 
monuments in the ruins of Copan, in Central America.* 

Voted, That the Secretary be directed to procure a nomination book, 
to be laid on the table of the Society, in which any member may enter 
such names as he considers proper for the consideration of the Stand- 
ing Committee. 

Adjourned. 

G. Bradfoed, Secretary, 

Present — Appleton, Bradford, Coolidge, Davis, I. P. 
Davis, Francis, Harris, Holmes, Homer, Mitchell, Quincy, 
Ripley, Savage, Shattuck, Welles, Willard, Winthrop, 
and Worcester. 



sympathy began in my boyhood. I regretted the contest, while I admired the 
patriotism which sustained it ; and then I thought, as I still consider, the Indi- 
vidual whose wisdom, fortitude, perseverance, and virtues principally contrib- 
uted to achieve the independence, to be one of the greatest characters which 
history has at any time set before us. General Washington has thus been a 
favorite of my historical speculation, and more valued by me as subsequent 
events have brought other eminent leaders in other countries into prominent 
situations. I mean, of course, upon a fair consideration of both qualities and 
deficiencies. 

" But my regard for America is not confined to him. It has already pro- 
duced so many able and distinguished men, and is preparing such a rich harvest 
of more, that I rejoice that we are brethren of the same blood, and taking the 
same paths to honor, improvement, and increasing reputation. 

" I beg to express my cordial thanks to those gentlemen who have admitted 
me to be in this Society with them, and to you for the friendly politeness of 
your communication, and have the honor to be, Sir, your most faithful and 
obedient, Sharon Turner. 

" Cottage, Winchmore Hill, Middlesex, 
20th June, 1836. 

" Charles Lowell, D.D., Corresponding Secretary of the 

Massachusetts Historical Society." Eds. 

* Colonel Juan Galindo, of Guatemala, was in January, 1836, elected a 
Corresponding Member. The letter from him here read was printed in Vol. II. 
of the Transactions of the American Antiquarian Society, of which institution 
Mr. Winthrop, to whom it was addressed, was likewise President. A later 
communication from Colonel Galindo, addressed to the President of this So- 
ciety, was published in 3 Collections, VI. 280-282. — Eds. 
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MONTHLY MEETING. 

July 30, 1835. President Winthrop in the chair. 

Donations were presented from John Blunt, Esq., of 
New York, Hon. John Welles, Nahum Mitchell, Edward 
Everett, and the Literary and Historical Society of 
Quebec. 

The Recording Secretary read a letter from Hon. 
John Glen King, of Salem, accepting his election as a 
member of the Society. 

Voted, That the Secretary make an entry in the nomination book 
that the members of the Society are considered as under an honorary 
obligation not to communicate the names of those gentlemen who are 
nominated for membership, before the subject has been acted upon by 
the Society. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to President 
Quincy for his exertions in obtaining portraits of the late Rev. Samuel 
Phillips, of Andover, late Hon. John Phillips, of Exeter, late Deacon 
William Phillips, of Boston, father of the late Lieutenant-Governor 
William Phillips, and the late Deacon Jonathan Mason, of Boston. 

Dissolved. 

Present — Austin, J. Davis, I. P. Davis, Felt, Francis, 
Jenks, C. Lowell, Mitchell, Pierce, Eipley, Savage, 
Shattuck, Upham, Willard, Winthrop, Worcester, and 
Young. 

Joseph Willard, 

Recording Secretary,*' 

* Mr. Secretary Willard's records begin with this meeting. He continued to 
hold the office of Recording Secretary till April, 1857. It seems quite unneces- 
sary here to repeat the Secretary's name at the end of each record, and it will 
not be done. But, in order that the reader may readily know whose record is 
before him, the Secretary's name will be given at the end of each annual meet- 
ing. — Eds. 
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MONTHLY MEETING. 

Aug. 25, 1835. The President in the chair. 

Donations were presented from Mr. B. B. Edwards, 
Dr. Samuel L. Dana, John Farmer, Esq. ; and from Mrs. 
John W. Davis, the portrait of Marquis de Lafayette, 
taken for Mr. Jefferson, at Paris. 

The Librarian read a letter from Samuel Hazard, Esq., 
of Philadelphia, in relation to the deficient volume of 
his father's collections and to the exchange of the " Penn- 
sylvania Register " for the published Collections of this 
Society. 

Voted, To refer the foregoing letter and the whole subject to the 
Standing Committee. 

Voted, That Mr. Savage cause the policy of insurance on the Soci- 
ety's estate in Franklin Place to be renewed. 

Voted, That the manuscript Dissertation of the late Professor Vater, 
of Germany, upon the original peopling of America, be placed in the 
hands of the Publishing Committee, and that the Committee be directed 
to report at the next meeting upon the expediency of publishing the 
same in the next volume of the Collections. 

Voted, That the order passed at the meeting of the Society, May 
28, 1835, referring it to the Standing Committee to consider the ex- 
pediency of making a collection of the local maps of the State be 
rescinded, and, in lieu thereof, that the Librarian be requested to take 
measures, by a circular letter or otherwise, to make as complete a 
collection as practicable of maps of the counties and towns of this 
State. 

Voted, That Joseph B. Felt, a member of this Society, be requested, 
in concurrence with the Librarian, to make a catalogue, alphabetical 
and systematic, of all the books, pamphlets, and manuscripts in the 
Library of the Society, report to be made at the quarterly meetings in 
October, January, April, and July of the progress of the work. 
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Present — Bradford, I. P. Davis, J. Davis, Felt, 
Lewis, Lowell, Mitchell, Palfrey, Pickering, Savage, 
Shaw, Tucker, Willard, Winthrop, Worcester, Young, 
and Sir John Caldwell.^ 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Sept. 24, 1835. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Recording Secretary read a letter from Mr. 
Sparks, requesting to be excused from further service 
as one of the Committee of Publication, on account of 
the pressure of his avocations. Whereupon, 

Voted^ That Mr. Sparks's request be granted, and that the selection 
of a gentleman to supply his place be deferred till the next meeting, 
and that the Recording Secretary give notice thereof to the other 
members of the Publishing Committee. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Mr. 
Obed Macy, of the island of Nantucket, from Dr. Jacob 
Porter, of Plainfield, and from the Congress of the United 
States. 

Mr. I. P. Davis communicated the donation from Mr. 
Peter Wainwright, Jr., of the portraits of the late Gov- 
ernor Hutchinson and the late Charles Paxton, Esq., 
which portraits formerly belonged to Mr. Wainwright's 
grandfather, the late Rev. Jonathan Mayhew.f 

The President nominated Francis Bayard Winthrop, 

* Sir John Caldwell was a Corresponding Member, elected in February last 
— Eds. 

t See Proceedings, Vol. I. p. 417, note *. — Eds. 

VOL. II. 2 
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Esq., of New Haven, Connecticut, as a Corresponding 
Member. 

The Committees not being prepared to report on the 
subjects committed to them at the last meeting, 

Voted, To dissolve this meeting. 

Present — The President, Davis, I. P. Davis, Felt, 
Gray, Mitchell, Quincy, Kipley, and Willard. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Oct. 29, 1835. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

Mr. Savage, from the Standing Committee, to whom 
was referred the letter of Samuel Hazard, of the Tth of 
August last, to the Librarian, made a written report, 
recommending that the Librarian inform Mr. Hazard 
that, in exchange for his fifteen volumes of the " Regis- 
ter" he shall receive a complete set of the twenty-four 
volumes of the Collections, and also inform him of the 
usual form in which our Collections are bound. Which 
report was accepted, and the Librarian directed accord- 
ingly. 

The Librarian and Mr. Felt, pursuant to a vote of 
the Society at the meeting in August last, made report 
of their progress in preparing a catalogue of the Library. 
Whereupon, 

Voted, That they be requested to reduce their report to writing, and 
that the same be entered upon the records of the Society. 



1835.] MONTHLY MEETING. 19 

The following is their report, viz. : — 

The Librarian has been occupied all the time he could de- 
vote to objects of the Society in making out a catalogue. 
This is found to be a work of no small labor. Many of the 
volumes contain distinct pamphlets, each volume of which 
comprises ten to fifteen in number, every one of which pam- 
phlets requires a distinct notice. Hence two or three volumes 
will often occupy him half a day. This has been particularly 
the fact as to that portion of the Library on which he has 
been employed. He thinks that he shall soon come to a part 
wherein the volumes consist of single subjects, and thereby 
make greater progress and despatch. During the several 
weeks spent on the papers and manuscripts, there has been 
need to " hasten slowly." In this work, every other day, 
from nine to one o'clock, has been occupied. The plan has 
been to arrange the papers according to their years, and to 
put the manuscripts by themselves. Among the papers are 
some valuable documents and many valuable letters, particu- 
larly about the last Revolutionary struggle. A part of the 
manuscripts are of considerable worth. It is hoped that such 
labor will be so continued as to be for the good of the Society. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Nahum Mitchell. 
Joseph B. Felt. 

Boston, Oct. 29, 1835. 

Mr. Felt was chosen on the Committee of Publica- 
tion, in place of Mr. Sparks, resigned. 

Fraistcis B. Whstthrop, Esq., of New Haven, Con- 
necticut, was chosen a Corresponding Member of .the 
Society. 

Donations were presented from Mr. and Miss Jones, 
heirs of the late Edward Jones, embracing many books 
and pamphlets, and a portrait of the late Mr. Faneuil ; 
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also^ from Dr. Porter, of Plainfield, the Historical So- 
ciety of Ehode Island, Rev. Jasper Adams, Mr. Lemuel 
Shattuck, the Eoyal Society of Northern Antiquaries at 
Copenhagen, and Mr. Pendleton, of Boston."^ 

Voted^ That the Librarian be directed to prepare a blank form of a 
letter, acknowledging, in behalf of the Society, their thanks for dona- 
tions made to the Society ; and to fill up and forward such letters 
accordingly to those who shall make donations. 

Voted, That the Librarian and Recording Secretary be directed to 
enforce the effect of the vote passed by the Society, April 25, 1831, 
relative to two volumes belonging to our .Library borrowed by the late 
Isaiah Thomas, Esq., of Worcester ; also, that they furnish the Ameri- 
can Antiquarian Society with the evidence that these volumes are our 
property, and report at the next meeting. 

Mr. Shattuck informed the Society that General 
Hoyt, of Deerfield, possessed various manuscript papers 
of historical value, that probably might be procured for 
the Society. Also, that it had been mentioned to him 
that Mrs. Hickman, the daughter of the late General 
Hull, possessed manuscript historical papers of the like 
character, formerly the property of the late Abraham 
Fuller, Esq., of Newton, and which, perhaps, might be 
procured for the Society. Whereupon, 

Voted, That Mr. Shattuck be a committee to correspond with General 
Hoyt, of Deerfield, and Mrs. Hickman, of Newton, and endeavor to 
obtain from them such manuscript papers relating to the history of 
this country as they may respectively be inclined to present to the 
Society. 

Voted, To present to the Historical Society of Rhode Island Vols. 
I., II., III., and IV. of the third series of the Collections of this 
Society. 

* A letter was received at this meeting from W. S. Pendleton, accompanied 
by a gift of some fifty maps of States and towns in New England, with a 
promise of others. — Eds. 
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Present — The President, Bradford, Coolidge, I. P. 
Davis, Davis, E. Everett, Felt, Gardner, Lincoln, C. 
Lowell, Mitchell, Prince, Quincy, Ripley, Savage, Shat- 
tuck, Sullivan, Willard, Young, and Atherton,"^ of Am- 
herst, New Hampshire, 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Nov. 26, 1835. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

A letter was read by the Secretary, addressed to the 
President and Council of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, from Henry William Dewhurst, M.D., of Lon- 
don, President of the Verulam Philosophical Society, 
proposing a correspondence, &c. Whereupon, 

Voted, To refer the letter to Rev. Dr. Lowell, Corresponding Sec- 
retary, to report thereupon. 

The President read a letter from Dr. N. H. Julius, 
30th October, 1835, stating that he is " collecting for 
the Eoyal Library in Berlin, where an interesting and 
clever History of the United States has just been pub- 
lished by Mr. Rufahl,t an eminent Professor of that 
University," and soliciting for that Library a set of the 
Society's Collections, and stating that the Berlin Library 
would send in return German works of interest to this 
country, and especially to the Historical Society of Mas- 
sachusetts. The Collections to be forwarded to the fol- 



* A Corresponding Member. — Eds. 
t Dr. Ludwig Euf ahl. — Eds. 
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lowing address : " Dr. Julius, care of Dr. Joseph Leowolf , 
48 Beekman Street, New York " ; and that the future 
volumes be forwarded to the same address. Where- 
upon, 

Voted, That the Librarian forward to Dr. Julius the second series, 
and as much of the third series as is already published of the Society's 
Collections, and inform Dr. Julius that the first series will be forwarded 
when the deficient volumes are republished. 

A letter addressed to the Society by Mr. James 
Herring, of New York, Nov. 13, 1835, was read, re- 
questing encouragement and aid from this Society for 
a work which he proposes to prepare and publish, to be 
entitled, " Illustrations of American History," accom- 
panied with well executed engravings of historical 
pictures and landscapes having connection with histori- 
cal events, views of buildings, copies of medals and 
other memorable objects, and especially of portraits of 
the discoverers and first settlers of this country, and of 
the men and women who have since been conspicuous, 
and not within the scope of his Portrait Gallery ; ^ also, 
requesting permission to use the Society's pictures with- 
out removing them, and that a committee of the Society 
may be appointed, with whom he may correspond, and 
who will be willing to aid him in the preparation of the 
literary part of his work, &c. 

A resolution being offered, approving of Mr. Herring's 
plan, it was 

* Mr. James Herring had already embarked upon the enterprise of a 
" National Portrait Gallery of Distinguished Americans," in connection with 
James B. Longacre, of Philadelphia, the first volume of which had appeared 
in 1834. The work was issued in numbers. The fourth volume, the last, was 
completed in 1839. We are not aware that the work now contemplated by him, 
to be called " Illustrations of American History/' was ever executed.. — Eds. 
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Voted, To refer the communication of Mr. Herring to Judge Davis, 
and Rev. Mr. Felt to take the subject into consideration, and report 
thereupon. 

The President nominated Due de Montmorency and 
M. Cesar Moreau, of the city of Paris, and Dr. J. Smyth 
Rogers, of Connecticut, for Corresponding Members. 

Judge Davis nominated Erastus Smith, Esq., of Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, for a Corresponding Member. 

Israel Thorndike, Esq., through Mr. I. P. Dayis, de- 
posited with the Society a portrait of Columbus, a 
'^ copy from an original in the Gallery of Medicis, at 
Florence, for Thomas Jefferson " ; also, '^ an original 
portrait of Washington, taken in Philadelphia, 1784, by 
Wright," — for which the thanks of the Society were 
voted to be given to Mr. Thorndike."^ 

Donations were presented from Rev. Jasper Adams, 
Thomas B. Curtis, Mr. Attorney-General Austin, B. B. 
Edwards, Dr. Jacob Porter, Rev. Francis Parkman, 
Joseph Willard, Dr. Timothy L. Jennison, the heirs of 
the late Edward Jones, Joseph Coolidge, and Dr. J. 
Smyth Rogers. 

The Librarian reported that he had written to Mr. 
Hazard concerning his proposal of exchange of his 
"Register" for the Society's Collections, pursuant to 

* The following letter is on file ; — 

" 25th NOYEMBER, 1835. 

" I. P. Davis, Esq. 

" Dear Sir, — I send, according to your request, two portraits of Columbus 
and Washington. 

" The first, ' copy from an original in the Gallery of Medicis, at Florence, for 
Thomas Jefferson/ Washington is ' an original, taken in Philadelphia, 1784, by 
Wright.' 

" Please put, as you engaged to do, my name upon the back of the paintings, 
and a memorandum that they are to be returned, should they ever be asked 
for. Yours truly, I. Thorndikb." 
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the vote at the last meeting of the Society, but that he 
had received no answer thus far. 

The Librarian reported a blank form of a letter of 
acknowledgment of donations, pursuant to the vote of 
the last meeting. 

Voted, To accept the same. 

Eev. Dr. Pierce announced the lamented death of 
Kev. Dr. James Freeman ; and, on his motion, it was 

Voted, That the colleague of the deceased, Rev. Francis W. P. 
Greenwood, be requested to prepare a memoir of Dr. Freeman for the 
next volume of the Society's Collections.* 

The Librarian and Recording Secretary reported that, 
pursuant to the vote at the last meeting, they had writ- 
ten fully to the Council of the American Antiquarian 
Society, and had furnished full and complete evidence 
of the property of our Society in White Kennett's 
" Bibliothecse Americanae Primordia," London, 1713 ; 
the other volume embraced in said vote having been 
returned, in 1831, in consequence of the correspondence 
between our then Librarian, Rev. Dr. Jenks, and the 
Antiquarian Society ; that the said Council held their 
regular meeting yesterday, when probably the subject 
of the " Primordia " was acted upon. 

Dr. Lowell nominated M. Schlegel, Conseillier Priv6 
d'Etat, and President of the Royal Society of Antiquaries 
of the North, at Copenhagen; also Finn Magnusen, 
Vice-President of said Society, for Corresponding 
Members. 



* Dr. Freeman, one of the ten original members of the Society, died on the 
14th of this month. Mr. Greenwood's memoir of him is in 3 Collections, V. 
266-271. — Eds. 
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Present — The President, Caldwell,^ Coolidge, I. P. 
Davis, J. Davis, Felt, Francis, Gardner, Gray, Jenks, 
C. Lowell, Mitchell, Pierce, Quincy, Eipley, Savage, 
Upham, Willard, and Young. 



MONTHLY MEETING. 

Dec. 31, 1835. The President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The President nominated Colonel Juan Galindo, of 
Central America, for Corresponding Member of the 
Society. 

Mr. Isaac P. Davis informed the Society that Israel 
Thorndike, Esq., presented to the Society the portraits 
of Columbus and General Washington, which he had 
left in deposit at the meeting in November last. Where- 
upon, 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be given to Mr. Thorndike 
for his liberal donation. 

The Committee to whom was referred at the last 
meeting the petition of Mr. James Herring, of New 
York, made the following report, which was read and 
accepted, viz. : — 

Mr. James Herring's application, presented at the last 
meeting of the Society, requesting the aid of this Society 
in his contemplated work, to be entitled " Illustrations of 
American History," having been considered, it is thereupon 

* A Corresponding Member. — Eds. 
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Voted, That this Society regard with interest and approbation the 
laudable views and intentions of Mr. Herring, as expressed in his 
communication, and that he be permitted to copy such pictures as now 
are, or may be, in the possession of the Society, and allowed all 
necessary use for his purpose of any materials which may be in their 
Library or Cabinet, subject to such regulations and restrictions as the 
Librarian and Cabinet- Keeper may, with the advice and concurrence 
of the Standing Committee, enjoin for the preservation and protection 
from injury of any articles, the property of the Society, of which the 
use may be considered requisite for the accomplishment of Mr. Her- 
ring's intended performance. 

The Recording Secretary reported verbally that he 
had been informed by a member of the American Anti- 
quarian Society that the Council were of the opinion 
that the evidence of the property of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society in White Kennett's "American Li- 
brary" is satisfactory and conclusive, and that he had 
received a letter from William Lincoln, Esq., who states 
that he will return the book to our Library. 

Rev. Mr. Young was chosen a member of the Pub- 
lishing Committee, in the place of Mr. Edward Everett, 
who was excused at his own request. 

Voted, That the Publishing Committee for the next volume be re- 
quested and empowered to elect their own chairman. 

Voted, That said Committee be directed to prepare and publish the 
fifth volume of the third series as soon as practicable. 

Rev. Mr. Feancis was chosen a member of the Stand- 
ing Committee, in the place of Nathan Appleton, Esq., 
absent from the country. 

The Standing Committee nominated James Thacher, 
M.D., of Plymouth, and Rev. Samuel Sewall, of Bur- 
lington, for election as Resident Members of the 
Society. 
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Due de Montmorency and M. Cesar Moreau, of 
Paris, Dr. J. Smyth Kogers, of Hartford, Erastus 
Smith, Esq., of Connecticut, M. Schlegel and Finn 
Magnusen, of Copenhagen, Denmark, were chosen 
Corresponding Members of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Shattuck, 

Voted, That a committee oi three be chosen to petition the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts, if the committee sees fit, in behalf of this 
Society, that provision be made to have the public papers and docu- 
ments in the State House systematically arranged and bound, for the 
purpose of easy reference and safe preservation. 

The President, Judge Dayis, and Mr. Shattuck 
were chosen upon this committee. 

Mr. Shattuck, in behalf of the publishers of Mr. 
Sparks's " Life, &c., of Washington," proposed an ex- 
change of the same with the Society for the Society's 
Collections. Whereupon, 

Voted, To 9,ccept the offer, and that the exchange be made accord- 
ingly. 

The Librarian announced donations to the Society by 
Messrs. George W. Heard, Abner Bourne, James Savage, 
Judge Thacher, James T. Austin, and the Congress of 
the United States. 

A communication was received from the Rev. Robert 
Folger Wallcut, by whose instrumentality Mr. Thomas 
Wallcut was induced to give his library to the Society, 
requesting that Mr. Kent B. Stratford, a nephew of the 
donor, might have the privilege of selecting a few 
volumes as a remembrance of his uncle. This being 
according to the understanding when the books were 
received, it was 
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Voted, That permission to this effect be granted, under the direction 
of the Recording Secretary and Librarian, who shall furnish said 
Stratford with such books as they may see fit. 

Eev. Mr. Fraxcis was chosen a member of the Com- 
mittee for publishing Vol. V. of the third series of the 
Collections, in place of Mr. Hale, who, at his own re- 
quest, was excused. 

The letter of Dr. Dewhurst, which, at the last meet- 
ing, was referred to the Corresponding Secretary, was, 
by a vote of the Society, laid upon the table. 

The Librarian informed the Society that he had for- 
warded to Dr. Julius a complete set of the Society's 
Collections, for the Eoyal Library in Berlin. 

Present — The President, Austin, Bradford, I. P. 
Davis, Judge Davis, A. H. Everett, Felt, Francis, Harris, 
Lowell, Mitchell, Eipley, Savage, Shattuck, Willard, 
Young, Worcester, and Sir John Caldwell. 



MONTHLY MEETING, January, 1836. 

Jan. 28, 1836. The President being absent, Judge 
Davis was appointed President joro tempore. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from Dr. 
J. S. Eogers, accepting his election as Corresponding 
Member of the Society. 

The Librarian communicated donations from Messrs. 
William Lincoln, John Stark, Marsh, Capen, & Lyon, 
"A Friend," and the Rhode Island Historical Society. 



